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Please add the foUowing^^n^ claims 



it 



—35. A method for inhioiling the action of TNF-a for treating nerve disorders in a 
manmial by administering a TNF-a mhibitor comprising the step of: 

(A) administering\a therapeutically effective dosage to said marrmial 
of said TNF-a inhibitor whVein said TNF-a inhibitor is selected from the 
group consisting of (i) a soluble cytokine receptor that blocks TNF-a, (ii) a 
monoclonal antibody that blocks \NF-a, and (iii) a tetracycline or a 
chemically modified tetracycline thaVblocks TNF-a, which when 
administered to said mammal inhibits nVve injury. 
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^6. The metn^ of claim wherein the mammal is human. 



3n^. The method of claim wherein the tetracycline or chemically modified 
tetracycline is selected from the gre^up consisting of: tetracycline, doxycycline, 
lymecycline, oxy tetracycline, minocycijne, dedimethylaminotetracycline and bases and salts 
thereof. 



38^. The method of claim 3-^, wftexein^aid nerve disorder is a spinal disorder. 



3^. The method of claim 3^, wherein said neiwe disorder is nerve root injury. 
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^^N^ The method of claiirk wherein said nerve disorder is caused by herniated 
discs. i? 

\ 42. The method of ilaim 35, xyherein said nerve disorder is sciatica. 



\ J \ 

4^. The method of cl^im 3^, wherein said nerve disorder involves pain. 

The method of claim 3^, wherein said nerve disorder is nucleus pulposus- 
induced nerve injury. 

The method of claim "1^, wherein said netve disorder is spinal cord 

compression. 



The method of claim 35 , wherein said TNF-a inhibitor is administered 
systemically or locally. 

The method of claim wherein said TNF-a inhibitor is administered 

parenterally. 

4^. The method of claim wherein said TNF-a inhibitor ia administered 
intramuscularly (i.m.), intravenously (i.v.), subcutaneously (s.c), orally W rectally. 
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The method of claim 48, ^herein said TNF-a inhibitor is administered i.v. 
by injection or infusion. 




""SQ. The method of claim 48, wherein sajd TNF-a inhibitor is administered is 



administered orally at a dosage of about 20 mg to abo^t 1,500 mg. 
\1 



^. The methods 
is administered at a dosage o 



claim^^, wherein said TNF-a inhibitor is a tetracycline and 
Ub^t 100 mg. 




The method of claim 51 /wherein said tetracycline is doxycycline. 

^ . A pharmaceutical comp^ition for treating nerve disorders in a manmial 
comprising a therapeutically effective amount of a TNF-a inhibitor selected from the group 
consisting of (i) a soluble cytokine receptor vvhich inhibits TNF-a, (ii) a monoclonal 
antibody that blocks TNF-a, and (iii) a tetracycWe or a chemically modified tetracycline, 
in association with a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier^ wherein said pharmaceutical 
composition inhibits nerve injury when administered VWdmammal. 



The pharmaceutical composition of claim 53\ wherein said tetracycline is 
selected from the group consisting of: tetracycline, doxycycliW, lymecycline, 
oxy tetracycline, minocycline, dedimethylaminotetracycline and {pharmaceutically acceptable 
bases and salts thereof. 
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3^. The pharmaceutical coiMOsition of claim 5^, wherein the mammal is human. 

^§^, The pharmaceutical composition of claim ^3, wherein said nerve disorder is 
selected from the group consisting of: a spinal disorder, a nerve root injury, a nerve 
disorder caused by herniated discs, a nerve disord^ involving pain, a nucleus pulposus- 
induced nerve injury, a spinal cord compression, aii3^iatica. 

'^V. The pharmaceutical composition of claim^ ,\vherein said pharmaceutical 
composition is formulated for intravenous, intramuscular, oral, 5^ctal, and subcutaneous 
administration. 

5^. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 53, wherein said pnarmaceutical 
composition is formulated for parenteral administration.— 



R EMARKS : 

This is a National Stage filing of International Application No. PCT/SE99/01671, 
filed 23 September 1999. 

The present Amendment provides an Abstract of the Disclosure on a separate sheet. 
The Abstract is supported by the Abstract of the International Application PCT/SE99/01671 
and introduces no prohibited new matter. 



